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This book starts at the beginning, introducing the mechanics of the game through its history. It

covers the fundamentals of the three aspects of the game....bidding, play, and defense. The

concepts and information presented are the most current and accurate available, developed with

the assistance of the game's top champions. The material is presented in clear, well- organized

format, moving smoothly from one topic to the next. Through this book you'll be taking the first steps

into the magical world of bridge.
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This book covers most of the basic mechanics of bridge, some basics on how to lead a hand, plus

no-trump, major- and minor-suit opening bids and responses, assuming silent opponents. That's it.

What it covers, it covers very well. Grant provides some insight to the novice about why you would

bid a certain way, so you'll come out with an understanding of why noncompetitive bidding works

the way it does. But you'll need another source before you'll actually be able to play your first game,

and you'll outgrow the information in this book *very* quickly.Two major complaints:1. I wish that the

author had at least covered all of the mechanics and scoring rules of the game, even if very briefly,

so that the book could serve as a complete introduction. For example, Grant mentions double bids,

but does not devote even a sentence to how they work. She does, however, devote a sentence to

letting the reader know that she will cover double bids in the next book in the series. This leads me

to my next complaint:2. The book has clearly been created by a slick marketing machine, and is rife

with ads ads ads for the next book in this series, books in other series, bridge software, bridge



magazines, etc. It presents incomplete information so as to lock you into the series, thus making

you pay $30 (for books 1-3) for *less* information (since those books don't cover declarer or

defender play) than is available for $15 in other more-complete introductory bridge texts, such as in

Bridge for Dummies or the Complete Idiot's Guide to Bridge.All in all, this book is expensive for what

you get, and I don't think it's worth the price.
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